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Abstract: Narrow pitch all fiber base fanout comprised of fiber bundle fanout and high-Δ 4-core 

fiber is developed. Core pitch and insertion loss of the fanout are reduced to 19.4 m and 0.6 dB, 

respectively. © 2022 The Author(s) 

 

1. Introduction 

In recent years, against the background of various cloud services and enhancement of online contents, internet traffic 

is steadily increasing, and optical communication system is also required to have a further large capacity. However, 

it has been suggested that the expansion of transmission capacity is approaching to theoretical limit in transmission 

systems using conventional single-mode fibers (SMF). Space division multiplexing (SDM) transmission technology 

is attracting attention as a technology to overcome this limit [1]. Development of multicore fiber (MCF) is underway 

as a fiber for SDM transmission system, and the results of large-capacity transmission experiments using various 

MCFs have been reported [2]. Especially, MCFs with standard cladding diameter [3, 4] are developed for practical 

use of MCF. To use MCF for practical applications, fan-in fan-out (FIFO) to connect MCF and SMF is required, and 

various FIFO have been reported. These FIFOs are roughly classified into fiber type [5-10], waveguide type [11, 12], 

and free space optics type [13, 14]. Among these FIFOs, the fiber bundle type FIFO (FB-FIFO) [5-7], which is 

classified as a fiber type, has advantages in terms of low loss, low polarization dependent loss, high reliability, and 

good connectivity with SMF. On the other hand, FB-FIFO has difficulties in connection with coupled MCF (CC-

MCF) which has small core pitch [15]. 

In this paper, narrow core pitch converter is investigated. We succeeded in reducing core pitch to 19.4 μm by using a 

high-Δ 4-core (H-4CF) fiber and FB-FIFO with a core pitch of 30 μm. Core pitch of FB-FIFO is converted from 

30 m to 19.4 m by H-4CF applying fused taper technology [16]. Excess loss of H-4CF based pitch converter is 

less than 0.05 dB, and insertion loss of the narrow pitch fanout is less than 0.6 dB. 

2. Design of narrow pitch FIFO with High- 4-Core Fiber pitch converter 

A FB-FIFO consists thin cladding fibers with the same cladding diameter as the core pitch of the MCF. Thin 

cladding fibers are inserted into a capillary and thin cladding fibers are aligned to square lattice structure by 

controlling inner diameter of the capillary. Therefore, if the core pitch of the MCF becomes small, the cladding 

diameter of the thin cladding fibers also becomes small. Considering the productivity when bundling thin cladding 

fibers and inserting them into the capillary, the lower limit of the cladding diameter of the thin cladding fiber is 30 

μm. 

Therefore, in order to apply FB-FIFO to CC-MCF with a core pitch of 20 μm or less, a core pitch conversion device 

is necessary. A H−4CF having a refractive index profile shown in Fig. 1 was used for the core pitch conversion 

device. Cladding diameter and core pitch of the HΔ-4CF were set to 187.5 μm and 30 μm, respectively. Core pitch 

of H-4CF was converted from 30 m to 20 m by stretching H-4CF from 187.5 m to 125 m with fused taper 

technology. Figure 2 shows the calculated mode-field diameter (MFD) at wavelength of 1550 nm related to core 

diameter. Since core diameter of the H-4CF was set to 5 μm when the clad diameter is 187.5 μm, core diameter 

became 3.3 μm when the H-4CF was stretched to 125 μm. The MFDs before and after stretching were 4.2 μm and 

4.0 μm, respectively. By optimizing the design of the H-4CF, the MFDs before and after stretching were controlled 

to become the same, and the design also allows single-mode propagation before and after stretching. When SMF is 

used for this application, as the core diameter becomes smaller, the cutoff wavelength shifts to the shorter 

wavelength side, increasing bending loss. The same effect can be seen also in H fiber, however, since H fiber has 

inherently very strong resistance to bending, it can be used even if the cutoff wavelength is shifted to the short 

wavelength side. FB-FIFO with core pitch of 30 m was attached to H-4CF before stretching. Since the MFD of 

the thin cladding fibers used for FB-FIFO is around 10 μm, which is the same MFD as SMF, the MFD of H-4CF 

was expanded to 10 μm at the connection point with FB-FIFO by thermally expanded core (TEC) technology. 
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Fig. 1 Refractive index of H-4CF    Fig.2 Calculated MFD of H-4CF 

 

3. Fabrication of Narrow Pitch FIFO 

Table 1 shows characteristics of fabricated H-4CF. A narrow pitch all fiber base 4-core fanout was fabricated by 

using FB-FIFO with core pitch of 30 m and HΔ-4CF. Core pitch of the HD-4CF with cladding diameter of 187.5 

μm was 29.2 m. FB-FIFO with 30 m core pitch is attached to this fiber with low core misalignment. HΔ-4CF was 

stretched to 125 μm by fused taper technology, and core pitch was converted to 19.4 μm. The MFD before and after 

stretching were 4.5 m and 4.4 μm, respectively. Excess loss of H-4CF pitch conversion fiber was less than 0.05 

dB. Fig. 3 shows a configuration of a narrow pitch conversion device. FB-FIFO was attached to H-4CF. For the 

FB-FIFO, 80 m cladding fiber with MFD of 10 μm at wavelength of 1550 nm was used. 80 m fiber was 

chemically etched to 30 μm and four etched thin cladding fibers were bundled, inserted into a glass capillary, and 

fixed with an UV adhesive to fabricate a 30 m pitch four-core fan-out with square-lattice structure. Since the MFD 

at the HΔ-4CF was 4.5 μm (@1550 nm), the MFD was expanded to 10 μm by TEC technique at the fiber end face. 

MFD mismatch loss at the connecting point between fanout and H-4CF were reduced. SC connectors were 

attached to 80 mm fiber used for FB-FIFO on the opposite side of the bundle. Average insertion loss of the narrow 

pitch conversion device, which consists of the fanout and a tapered HΔ-4CF, was less than 0.6 dB, and a low loss 

narrow pitch fanout was realized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.3 Configuration of the narrow pitch FIFO device 
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Table 1. Characteristics of High- 4-Core Fiber 
 

 Cladding diameter Core pitch MFD TEC loss Taper loss 

Before stretching 187.5 m 29.2 m 4.5 m < 0.05 dB - 

After stretching 125.1 m 19.4 m 4.4 m - < 0.05 dB 

 

4. Conclusion 

We have developed 19.4 m pitch all fiber base fanout.  HΔ-4CF with a cladding diameter of 187.5 μm and a core 

pitch of 29.2 μm was stretched to 125.1 m, and core pitch was converted to 19.4 m without changing MFD.  

Excess loss of H-4CF pitch converter was less than 0.05 dB. A narrow pitch fanout with core pitch of 19.4 μm was 

realized by connecting a fiber bundle fanout to the H-4CF pitch converter. Average insertion loss of the narrow 

pitch fanout was less than 0.6 dB, and all fiber based narrow pitch fanout is realized.  
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